
 

 

Centacare Catholic Country SA is pleased to announce the formal confirmation of Ms Michele Wachla as Chief Executive 

Officer following the successful completion of her probation period. 

Ms Wachla commenced as CEO in January 2026, bringing with her many years of experience in the social services sector 

and a longstanding commitment to Centacare Catholic Country SA and the communities it serves. Since stepping into 

the role, she has provided strong leadership while continuing to advance the organisation's mission of supporting 

individuals, families and communities across regional, rural and remote South Australia. 

Fr Jim Monaghan, Chair of the Centacare Catholic Country SA Board, said the successful completion of Ms Wachla's 

probation period provided an opportunity to acknowledge both her leadership in the CEO role and her ongoing 

contribution to the organisation. 

“In the constantly evolving social environment of our many and varied regional communities, Michele illuminates a 

compassionate approach with clear thinking, together with strong and consistent leadership,” Fr Monaghan said. 

“Throughout her first six months as CEO, Michele has continued to build strong relationships with staff, clients, partners 

and stakeholders while ensuring our focus remains firmly on delivering high-quality services to the people and 

communities we serve.” 

Bishop Karol Kulczycki SDS, Bishop of Port Pirie, welcomed the Board's confirmation of Ms Wachla's appointment. 

“Centacare plays an essential role in the vocation of the Catholic Church in the situations faced by individuals and 

families across the vast region covered by the Diocese of Port Pirie, and I am pleased to confirm Michele in her role as 

CEO,” Bishop Karol said. “Her deep understanding of regional communities and her dedication to service continue to be 

a great asset to Centacare and the Diocese.” 

Ms Wachla said she was grateful for the Board's confidence and the support she had received from employees, 

volunteers and community partners. 

“It is a privilege to continue leading an organisation that has such a strong history of service to country South Australia,” 

Ms Wachla said. 

“Having been part of this organisation for many years, I feel deeply connected to our mission and to the communities 

we serve. I am grateful for the confidence shown by the Board and look forward to continuing to work alongside our 

dedicated team to make a positive difference in people's lives.” 
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